
Greenvale Primary School 

Autumn Term 1 Curriculum Newsletter 

Year One Swallows 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We hope you that you have had a relaxing and enjoyable break over the Summer. 

We’re excited about the opportunity to get to know you and your child and we are looking forward 

to what will be a happy and productive school year in the Swallows! 

Going home this week is a ‘parent-pack’ of things you may find useful when supporting your child’s 

learning at home.  Also included is your child’s log in details to the Maths website ‘Abacus Active 

Learn’.   

This curriculum newsletter is written to provide parents with information about what your child will 

be learning during the term.   

Below is an outline of the topics, skills and concepts that we will cover in Autumn Term 1. We 

already know the interest you take in your child’s learning and work so please use this as a guide 

when discussing with your child their learning and day-to-day experiences at school and allow them 

the opportunity to teach you about what they have been learning!  

 

English 
 
 

This term our English lessons will be based around the picture book ‘Beegu’ by 
Alexis Deacon. 
 
The overall aims of this teaching sequence include : 

 To explore, interpret and respond to a picture book through speaking,  
drama, drawing and writing 

 To explore the structure of a narrative text including setting, plot and 
characters 

 To write short recounts in the point of view of a fictional character 

 To plan and sequence events to write their own simple narrative 
 
We will also be reading and responding to several short, repetitive and 
humorous poems. This will focus on reciting poems once we are familiar with 
them, looking at vocabulary used and to write our own poems using a 
framework. 
 
In Phonics, children will be continuing their daily ’Letters and Sounds’ program 
to follow on from their learning in Reception. The focus will be on revising all 
40+ sounds of the English language and their corresponding letters, and 
reading and writing words with 4 sounds or words with two or more syllables. 
We will practice using our phonics and building our sight recognition of 
commonly used words or ‘tricky’ words by reading simple captions or 
sentences. Children will also learn to name all the letters of the alphabet in 
order. 
 
Handwriting will be a big focus with correct posture, pencil grip and letter and 



numeral formation being reinforced constantly as well as more formal lessons. 
 
Children will have the opportunity to use the writing process of orally 
rehearsing a sentence before writing it, using the phonics that they know to 
‘have a go’ at spelling words and reading back what they have written. Using 
finger spaces, full stops and capital letters appropriately will also be reinforced. 

 

Mathematics In Maths we will be: 

 Consolidating our counting skills and numeral recognition up to 20 and 
beyond, including being able to say the number before or after a given 
number and ordering and comparing numbers 

 Estimating how many in a collection of objects, counting to check and 
ordering sets according to size 

 Subitising (recognising how many in a collection at a glance, such as 
recognising domino and dice arrays) 

 Finding pairs that make 5, 6 and 10 and matching them to a written 
number sentence including finding ‘missing numbers’ in number 
sentences 

 Doubling numbers  

 Using mental strategies or counting on or back on a number line to 
find 1 or 2 more/less 

 Learning our number bonds to 10 and applying this when calculating 
mentally 

 Recognising , naming 2D shapes as well as sorting them according to 
their properties using Venn and Carroll diagrams 

 Reading and writing number names to 20 (as a written word) 

 Reciting the numbers in order, counting to 100, forwards and 
backwards from any given number 

 Skip counting by 2s, 5s and 10s 

IPC 
(International 
Primary 
Connection) 

IPC is a thematic approach to teaching the different subject areas such as 
Geography, Art, Science, History, Design and Technology, Society. 
In Autumn Term 1 we will cover the topic, ‘All About Me’ where we will be 
asking lots of questions about ourselves and our families. Our ‘Big Idea’ is to 
learn about ourselves and each other, to celebrate our differences while also 
seeing the things that we have in common. 
 

In Society, we’ll be finding out: 

 About the different groups we belong to 
 About the things that make us feel happy 
 How to deal with anger 
 How to stay safe 
 How to make an emergency phone call 

In Art, we’ll be finding out: 

 How to draw portraits and self-portraits 



 How to take a portrait photograph 
 About portraits by famous painters and sculptors 
 How to design a favourite menu 

In Physical Education, we’ll be finding out: 

 What activities we can do well 
 How we can stay fit and strong 

In Science, we’ll be finding out: 

 About how our hearts work 
 About how we are similar to and different from other people 
 About different types of foods 

In Geography, we’ll be finding out: 

 Which countries we or our ancestors have come from 
 How to find our local area on a map 
 About different countries we have lived in 

In International, we’ll be finding out: 

 About the way children in our host country and home countries live 

Science Science concepts and skills are generally covered within the IPC topic. However, 
throughout the year we discuss the concepts of ‘Weather’ and ‘Seasons’ as well 
as have the opportunity to use investigative skills such as questioning, making 
and sharing observations about natural events and occurrences,  as well as 
helping to plan and conduct simple investigations. 

ICT As well as practising ‘logging on’ and using programs such as Abacus Active Learn 
and Tux Paint to build our basic computing skills (eg. mouse control and 
keyboard use), we will follow the ‘Switched on ICT’ scheme of work. Our first 
topic will be ‘We are Celebrating’ where we will use Microsoft Word to design 
and make a birthday card for a fellow classmate by adding text and inserting 
images from clipart. We will also discuss basic e-safety and sign a declaration 
about appropriate use of the computers/internet. 

PSHE Our School Values are ‘Respect’ and ‘Honesty’ which we reflect on throughout 
the term and the year. 

We look at what makes a ‘happy classroom’ and discuss ‘friendly behaviours’. 
We will talk about our emotions and what they look like and feel like and discuss 
simple strategies to cope with ‘not so good’ feelings. We look at peaceful 
problem solving to deal with problems both as they arise in the classroom and 
playground and as a preventative measure. 
 

RE We complete the unit, ‘Why are we Thankful?’ where we discuss the topics: 
What does it mean to be thankful? 
What are we thankful for? 



What are the different ways we can show we are thankful? 
What are the ways in which people thank God? 
Why do people thank God at harvest time? 

P.E Children will have Trampolining on a Tuesday morning and PE on a Friday 
morning. In PE we will focus on cooperating and moving safely in games and 
activities. We will focus on the Fundamental Movement skills of jumping for 
distance, running, balancing, hopping and ball control skills using a large ball. 

Music On Thursday mornings we receive a music lesson with Mrs Francis as well as join 
in with a whole school Singing Assembly. 

 

During the term, it is likely that at some point you will need to get in contact with a member of staff.  

We ask that you avoid the mornings as these are when we are usually busy preparing the classroom 

for the day ahead.  However, if it is urgent, please do not hesitate to speak to the teaching assistant 

when they collect the class from the playground in the morning.  Please also make use of the class 

wallets located outside the classroom in the ‘Sunflower room’ above the sink.  

If you wish to speak with a member of staff about your child, the best time to do this is directly after 

school.  We do however ask that you try to avoid a Wednesday as this is our day for staff meetings.  

Finally, we do provide parents with our email addresses.  Please feel free to write an email to us and 

we will do our best to get back to you promptly.  Please note that emails may not necessarily be 

checked or responded to immediately but will be checked regularly during the week. Alternatively, if 

you would like a meeting with me about your child please feel free to contact me to arrange a 

suitable time. 

Uniform 

 

At Greenvale, we have very high expectations for uniform.  If for some reason your child is unable to 

wear an item of school uniform, please ensure that we are notified on that particular day.  

 

Reading 

 

It is expected that you will read with your children each night. Please discuss the book with them to 

help to develop their comprehension skills.  

We will run the ‘6 before 6’ reading challenge. The children have until the end of Year One to read 

each of the listed books. Upon completing the list, please sign and return the form to school so that 

your child can receive their ‘6 before 6’ badge to wear with pride! As children in Year One will be at 

different stages of reading, the picture books on the list have been chosen with the intention that 

they can be ‘shared’ with an adult. The list will be sent home with the ‘Parent Pack’ this week.  

 

Maths 

 

By the end of Year One it is expected that children have a solid understanding of the number system 

to 100, including their understanding of place value. They should be able to read, write, count and 

make collections up to 100. They need to be able to count by 2s, 5s and 10s and read and write 

numbers to 20 in words. They need to be able to interpret and solve addition and subtraction 

number sentences using objects and pictures as well as build their number facts knowledge. It will 



be a huge focus in Year One for every child to complete their Sandpiper awards to know their bonds 

to 10 and 20. Children who have already received their Sandpiper awards for this should still 

continue to practise their bonds to help them retain these facts and apply them in their work. They 

should be able to recognise coins and begin to count small totals using these. Reading time on 

analogue clocks to the hour and half past can be a tricky concept for some children and is something 

that we work on throughout the year. 

Without an understanding of these key facts, your child will find accessing the maths curriculum 

difficult without securing this knowledge. We would therefore ask that you work with us and ensure 

that these are practised regularly at home. 

Homework 

 

In Autumn Term it is expected that children read on a daily basis as part of their homework. 

Children will also be set up with an ‘Abacus Active Learn’ account. Their log in details to this Maths 

website will be attached to their reading folder. Your child will be able to log in at home and have 

access to some interactive games that support what we have been learning in our Maths lessons. 

The teacher is able to review your child’s online activity for these games and will continue to allocate 

new games over the course of the year, so please encourage your child to log on at home regularly. 

Please let us know if you have any difficulties logging in at home. We would expect as part of 

homework that children complete a maths task or game weekly. 

In Spring Term, children will be introduced to Spelling Homework. They will be given a weekly list 

and expected to practise these each week. They will be tested on these spellings each Thursday.  

In Summer Term, children will also be given a weekly homework task. Each task will be set on a 

Wednesday and will be expected to be completed and returned on the following Monday. The 

homework tasks are designed to support what we have been learning in class. As this is an 

introduction to Greenvale’s Homework Policy, children will be acknowledged for their efforts with a 

stamp or sticker, rather than using the School’s star reward system that is in place for Year Two and 

upwards. 

PE 

 

Children have Trampolining on a Tuesday morning and P.E on a Friday morning. 

For both of these sessions long hair must be tied up and earrings must be removed. 

If for some reason your child is unable to partake in P.E, parents will need to provide a note 

explaining the reasons as to why.  

 

Trips 

 

In order to enhance the curriculum, there will be a class trip or visiting workshop planned during the 

year. We will provide details closer to the time. 

 



Please note that there may be an opportunity for parents to attend a visit along with the class at 

some point during the year.  As this can often be quite popular, names will be placed into a hat and 

chosen by the children.   

 

Volunteers 

 

At Greenvale, we are incredibly lucky to have so many parents and volunteers who are able to give 

up so much time to help out in class.  If you are able to help out in class, please get in contact via 

email so that a suitable time can be arranged.   

 

 

Items needed 

 

We would appreciate any voluntary contributions of tissues, baby wipes, glue sticks and masking 

tape to build our supplies to last us the year. Any recyclable materials such as boxes, meat/vegetable 

trays, milk lid, etc as well as unwanted art/craft materials would be gladly received for our junk 

modelling, Art and Design and Technology activities. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Michelle Clow (Classroom Teacher) and Mrs Roberts (Teaching Assistant) 

Email: mclow@greenvale.croydon.sch.uk 


